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THE INSTITUTES OF ENERGY AND THE ENVIRONMENT
IN COORDINATION WITH STEWARDING OUR PLANET’S RESOURCES



IEE VALUES
! Creative and interdisciplinary research 

that addresses critical questions related 
to energy and environmental issues 

! A diverse cohort of faculty, students, and 
staff focused on critical energy and 
environmental challenges

! Generating innovative technologies and 
implementation strategies that have 
positive impacts on society

! Translating research innovation into 
actionable knowledge to advance 
sustainability and improve the human 
condition



IEE GOALS & ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
2014-2019

Provide innovative state-of-the-art research 
infrastructure to empower and support Penn State 
faculty, staff, students, and partners

Promote worldwide recognition for Penn State’s 
interdisciplinary scholarship and work on 
energy and environmental challenges

Help Penn State researchers communicate 
and develop partnerships to address local 
and global concerns

Water Quality 
Laboratory

Radiocarbon
Laboratory

Center for 
Quantitative 

Imaging

Deployable Energy 
and Environmental 
Sustainability Lab

Organics
Laboratory

Fostering excellence and innovation in ecology-based 
research and training at Penn State



DEVELOP RESEARCH LEADERSHIP
2014-2019

College of Ag 
Sciences

27%

College of 
Medicine

1%

College of 
Communications
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College of Earth and 
Mineral Sciences

30%

College of 
Engineering

23%

Eberly 
College of 
Science
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College of 
Liberal Arts

5%

College of Arts and 
Architecture

! 66 cofunded hires
– 8 environment faculty
– 7 energy faculty

! Established new partnerships
– College of Communications
– College of Arts & Architecture

Total IEE Cofunds: 66
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iee.psu.edu | iee@psu.edu | 814-863-0291 | Land and Water Research Building

@IEEPennState@IEEPennState

FEEDBACK & NEXT STEPS
What is IEE doing well?
What could IEE do better?
What should IEE start doing? 
What should IEE stop doing?
How can IEE better engage with cofund and affiliate faculty?
Are there areas of need at Penn State that IEE may help fill?

Join us for Community Forum #2.
Strategies for the Future.

May 13, 3-4:30 p.m.



Stewarding Our Planet’s Resources

Primary Role:  assist in strategic seed grant process by hosting 
information sessions, providing feedback on proposals, reviewing 
proposals and providing input to the Oversight Committee.

Seed Grant Summary
SOPR Proposals Submitted:    39 (265 total; 14.7%)
SOPR Proposals Funded:   9 (of 43 total; 20.9%)
Success Rate:  23.1%
Total Funding Received: $2,238,529
Average Award: $248,725
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Funded Proposals:



Funded Proposals – common elements



Unfunded Proposals – common elements



Gaps 
Identified

Chesapeake Bay

Coronavirus, risk management, impact on the environment 
both positive (reduced CO2) and negative (increased waste)

Linking pandemic risk & response to climate risk & response

Planetary health & human health

RISE and institutional resilience in the face of natural 
disasters and pandemics



Strengths & Next Steps

Outcomes
1. External Funding Generated

$474,261 pre-seed grant award

$4,246,955 post-seed grant award

2. Breadth of Participation

! Engineering, EMS, Ag Sci, Arts & Arch, 
Science, Liberal Arts, 
Communications, Business, Law/SIA

! Outreach, OPP, SI, IEE, Global 
Programs, Navy Yard

! Behrend, Beaver, Harrisburg, Mont 
Alto

! 12 External Partners

Going forward
1. Reviewing Unit Strategic Plans for Stewarding 

Our Planet’s Resources elements

2.  Resilience as a bridging concept
“Further, to advance Penn State’s mission and 
vision for the next decade and beyond, the 
University is committed to empowering resilience 
as a unifying concept. Leveraging Our 
Commitment to Impact, Penn State is uniquely 
able to help individuals, our University 
community, and society to respond effectively to 
adversity and, even more impactfully, to “bounce 
forward,” creating new solutions in response to 
complex challenges of the 21st Century. This 
concept shapes the thematic priorities and 
supporting elements and is further guided by the 
foundations that drive all the work of the 
University.”
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